
 

 

 

Case Study of Life Ready Experience 
Name of school: 
Hazel Oak School, Shirley.  

Employer/contact details: 
Four square construction.  

Year Group:  
Class 2- year 1&2  

School based project lead: 
Lindsey Quinn/Steve Lynch 

Date/duration of project: 
Summer term  1 2016 (6 weeks)  
Our topic- ‘Ready, steady, build’ 

Resources/costs: 
School minibus used for visit.  

Context for learning: 
As part of our EYFS curriculum our class topic focused on the 
role of a Builder and other construction workers involved in 
building and construction trade. Children developed their 
understanding of what this job entailed and visited a ‘real 
life’ building site to see how houses were built. This visit was 
facilitated by Steve Lynch of Four Square construction and 
arranged through Donna Cleaver- Enterprise co-ordinator.   

Life Ready Phase: 
 
Related Life Ready skills: 
Communication and language  
PSED  
Understanding the world- people and 
communities  
Mathematics- using and applying SSM 
skills.  

Project outline: 
Children were introduced to the role of a builder through a range of adult focused and free flow 
learning activities prior to our visit to a building site. This prior learning supported children to recognise 
and identify the different workers that they would find at a building site and develop their 
understanding of how to build a house, including the different materials required. Before visiting the 
site children experienced building within our construction role play area in class and exploring different 
resources linked to the topic. The children were also encouraged to think of questions that they could 
ask a ‘real life’ as part of communication and language lessons.  
 
During the visit, Steve Lynch took the children and staff on a tour of the building site and provided us 
with a range of photos to show the stages of building the house we were visiting. Children had the 
opportunity to ask questions, developing their communication skills and make links to their class based 
learning when looking at the materials the builders were using. As part of the visit Steve also 
introduced the children to some of the other construction workers including a plumber and electrician, 
encouraging them to think about the many different roles involved in building a house. Steve also 
showed the children how to make cement and how the builders used this to bind the bricks together.  
 
Impact/outcomes for pupils: 
The impact of this visit was clear to see for all pupils. Upon return to school pupils were keen to build 
their own houses using the role play resources in a more meaningful way. During an outdoor learning a 
small group of boys were observed ‘making cement’ with sand and water and used spoons and other 
tools to build walls with plastic bricks. The children’s role play and interaction with each other also 
improved through their understanding of different construction jobs and children enjoyed being 
‘electricians and plumbers’ alongside builders. To thank Four square construction for their kind 
invitation children also wrote thank you letters about their visit, encouraging even the most reluctant 
writers to have a go due to their enthusiasm following their trip to a ‘real life building site’.  When 
completing end of topic mind maps all children made links to their visit and had a clear understanding 



of the role of a builder. Some children also said they wanted to be a builder ‘when they grew up’.  
 
Next steps/learning and development: 
As part of the EYFS curriculum teaching staff will ensure that there are lots of learning opportunities 
linked to promoting jobs and occupations and where possible ensure children are able to meet and visit 
different professionals making links with our local community.  
 


