
 

 

 

Case Study of Life Ready Experience 
Name of school: 
Hazel Oak School 

Employer/contact details: 
 

Year Group:  4/5 Class 4 Miss Dudley School based project lead: 
 

Date/duration of project: 
On-going experiences 

Resources/costs: 
 

Context for learning: 
Our challenge-based curriculum in lower school 

Life Ready Phase: 
 
Related Life Ready skills: 
 Skills for life: determination, 
emotional intelligence, problem 
solving, communication, self-
management, team working 

Project outline: 
 Invaders and Settlers topic-Viking Dave (Viking expert) has come into lower school to show a range of 
artefacts and share his historical knowledge. The children have been working alongside him in small 
groups during immersion week and assemblies. They have been thinking of questions to ask him and 
developed social skills in group time. Next week part of Challenge Week we will be interviewing him 
and developing  questioning skills further.  During Community and Environment we been finding out 
about Viking homes and settlements. The children have been acting as estate agents and have had to 
sell and advertise different houses. They made presentations to show the best features of the homes 
and used a range of sales pitches to promote their special home.  They have interviewed each other 
about what they liked about a particular home.  
In our mini-challenge activity we had to make a floating vehicle in small groups. The children had to 
plan, design and make a boat. They worked in small groups and used previous knowledge gained in 
science about properties of materials. They had time deadlines to keep to and had to work 
cooperatively and listen to others. They had to keep on task and adapt their designs to make sure that 
it floated.  The children then had to showcase their boats to Mrs Jenkins and the rest of lower school. A 
chosen child had to talk about what their team had made and what had worked well. They had to 
speak clearly and loudly in front of lower school. A member of RNLI also came to do an assembly about 
water safety and to promote the RNLI. He discussed how the volunteers had paid jobs in the day and 
then at different times worked as part of the charity. The question time after enabled children to ask 
further questions about the different roles in the charity and why their roles were so important. This 
gave the children more experience of the wider world and volunteer jobs people can do in the 
community. 
Earlier on in the year Simon from Warwickshire Wildlife Trust came to do an assembly to share about 
how we can conserve hedgehogs in the local environment. He discussed his job and roles of others in 
the Trust.  He involved the children by involving us in their Shirley based project where we had to log 
on to a database and add any sightings we had seen of hedgehogs. We helped towards the local project 
by making homes for the hedgehogs in the Woodland Learning Zone. 
During P4C lessons Class 4 have developed better social skills by taking turns and listening to others. 
They are growing more tolerant to listen to others points of view and to use the language of ‘I do not 
agree because..’ and value others opinions. They are learning to be respectful of others viewpoints and 



to be confident to share their ideas with others. Last term we were talking about climate change and 
what was happening in the Artic. Several of the children were very passionate about saving the wildlife 
and strongly disagreed with big companies like Shell destroying parts of our world. They could speak 
articulately about the issues and give reasons why they thought certain things. Watching and discussing 
News Round in Healthy Lifestyle sessions develops a greater awareness of current affairs around the 
world. 
 
Impact/outcomes for pupils: 
 
Working with others in the wider community 
Awareness of others in the wide community (volunteer jobs, charities) 
Team work and problem solving skills 
Resilience not to give up on task 
Working on tasks for a real purpose (Challenge activities and goals) 
Speaking and listening skills 
Speaking in front of a wider audience 
Growing self -esteem and confidence 
Feeling valued in the world and that they can make a difference 
Awareness of world issues 
 
Next steps/learning and development: 
 
 
 
 


