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Autumn term 2018 Class Dewey Mrs Fitzmaurice 

   

Our Autumn 
term theme is 

Light, Dark and 
Sound 

Our overall challenge is to put on a performance and exhibition encompassing light, dark and sound 
media.   

Curriculum areas Coverage linked within subject areas Supporting learning at home  

English 

Literacy & language, 
reading skills 

 
Miss Turley. 

 

English 
 

This term the children will be completing their reading and 
writing sessions linked to ‘The owl who was afraid of the dark’. 
We will be following Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing structure and 
activities. Initially the children will work through the imitation 
stage which involves lots of speech and language; role play; 
creative work ensuring immersion into the text so that they can 
eventually hear the text, say it for themselves and enjoy it before 
seeing it written down. Once the children have internalised the 
text, they are then ready to start innovating on the pattern of 
the text. There will be lots of shared writing opportunities, 
helping the children to write their own version by initially “doing 
one together”. This process enables the children to write their 
own versions through developing their ability to generate good 
words and phrases. Weekly spelling, grammar and punctuation 
lessons will support the development of the sentence types and 
reading sessions will build upon the children’s skills in looking 
and thinking; responding to the text and reading for meaning.  
 
Daily phonics teaching in phase groups-applying phonic knowledge 
and skills to decode words. Developing these skills to write words and 
sentences.  
 
Reading- children will read in as many situations within school as 
possible, during all lessons. There will be opportunities to read 
independently, with an adult, to a friend and to the class. 
 
 

 
Read and share a selection of fiction stories. Here are some light, dark and 
sound-themed examples: The Owl who was afraid of the Dark, Horton 
Hears a Who (Dr Seuss), The Lighthouse Keeper, Funnybones (series), Too 
Much Noise, Peace At last, Night Monkey Day Monkey, Mog in the Dark, 
Can’t You Sleep Little Bear ? The Park in the Dark. 
When reading stories talk about where the story is set and describe the 
characters. Ask about favourite parts of the story and retell main events. 
Discuss some of the words in the text and why they have been used. Act 
out favourite stories together with puppets.  Go to local library and find 
information books on our topic. 
For instructional writing, involve your child in any activities involving: 
cooking; Lego; constructing a simple toy. Point out that the language used 
is often bossy and different to story language. 
 
 
Spellings are sent home every Friday please continue to support your child 
to learn these for the test the following Friday. 
 
Reading – please read with your child, asking questions e.g. about what 
they can see in the pictures, what do they think will happen next. 



Maths 
Concrete, pictorial and 

abstract number 
problems 

 
Mrs Fitz 

 
 

Maths   
 
We will be working on Numbers and Number Patterns this term. 
Students will work on: 

• Counting numbers 

• Reading and writing numerals and number words 

• Ordering numbers 

• 1 more / 1 less 

• problems solving to include sharing 

• counting forwards and backwards 

• sequencing events in chronological order. 
 

Estimating and counting groups of objects in the house and while out 
shopping. Chanting numbers together and singing number songs together. 
Recognising and reading numbers on doors and in the environment around 
us. Counting in steps of 2’s, 3’s, 5’s and 10’s together. While making the tea 
ask simple word problems involving addition and subtraction (I had 8 
carrots and dropped 2, how many did I have left?) Use real objects as much 
as possible and then encourage quick mental recall of number facts. Talk 
about shapes around us and think of all the objects the same and compare 
to others. Order the events of a day and use time vocabulary (first, then, 
next, after, before). Involve your child while planning a trip out and discuss 
times you re leaving or getting a bus or train. Buy your child a watch to 
encourage time telling as part of daily routine. 

Challenge 
Humanities, Design and 
Technology, Music, RE 
Drama and Fine Arts 

 
Mrs Fitz 

In this challenge area, work will include a look at different creation 
stories from different faiths. We will also look times of day and night, 
shadows and how they are created, Bonfire Night and then a mini 
challenge for the last few weeks of term linked to Christmas. 

During the term we will also look at festivals of light, with Diwali being 
our main focus. 

We will be recreating elements of key celebrations in class and as a key 
stage.  

Creative Development skills coverage: 

• Making shadow puppets 

• Analysing performance skills both still image and spoken word 

• Learning percussion skills 

• Making clay divas (lamps) 

• Designing rangoli patterns. 

• Wax resist bonfire night pictures. 

• Singing songs related to Diwali and Christmas. 
 

To support this work at home, discuss what you see in your local area that 
relates to other faiths and look specifically at (or even visit) Birmingham's 
Diwali celebrations and related stories, find out about the Diwali story and 
look at any seasonal illuminations, including fireworks and any other 
celebrations of light. Please also bring in other stories or links you find. 

 
 

 

Science 
 

Mr Homer 

Science - Light & Dark 
• Exploring and investigating light & dark 
• Investigating emitters/reflectors, shadows & night/day. 

• Making predictions, thinking of questions to test and making 
and recording observations 

• Taking part in investigations 

• Identifying simple patterns and associations 

 

Read together a range of books with light, dark and sound themes. 
Talk about a range of sounds in different environments and go on a sound 
walk in a noisy and quiet area. 
Make a dark den at home and explore torches and glow sticks. 
Make shadows at home and outside. Discuss how shadows change. 
Find out about day and night in other countries. Talk about how the sky 
changes at different   times of the day.  
Explore topics on: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/


Healthy 
Lifestyles 

PSHE, RE, PE & food 
technology  

PE  
1. Fundamental movement skills 
2. Body awareness and personal space games 
3. Learning a dance related to Diwali. 
 
 
Food Technology 
4. Learning and applying core cooking skills  
5. Discussing and researching seasonal food 
 
PSHE/RSE 
 This term the children will be learning all about 'Being Me in My world' 
following the Jigsaw framework. The topic will focus on settling into our 
new class and forming friendships with new pupils. We will then be 
creating a class charter and thinking about the importance of class rules 
and routines. Each week the children will have a skill to focus on and a 
task to complete such as doing something kind for a pupil in class, or 
helping the teacher.  Alongside this, the children will have lots of 
opportunities to play teamwork games.  
 
Forest School. 
 

In Forest school this term we will be developing: 

• personal confidence, self-esteem, communication and social 
skills 

• a wider range of physical skills than those developed indoors 

• a greater understanding and awareness of their own natural 
and made environments 

• their natural motivation and positive attitude to learning. 

 This will be achieved through play, games, activities & exploration.   

  
 

Being active with your child and playing games that involve simple rules 
and turn taking. Play Simon Says and other party style games in small 
groups. Talk about how your body feels when you exercise. Encourage your 
child to be as active as possible. 
 
 
Involve your child in cooking and following instructions. Follow recipes 
together and make star biscuits. Pick apples and other seasonal fruit and 
vegetables together. Make chutney or pies with fruit/vegetables collected. 
Find out when certain fruit/vegetables grow and where. 
 
 Talk about what makes your child special and what they are proud of. Talk 
about how to treat others and turn taking. Play simple turn taking games 
and following simple rules. 

 Other useful 
websites 

www.adamup.co.uk       http://www.mrthorne.com/    www.phonicsplay.co.uk   www.oxfordowl.co.uk   www.topmarks.co.uk www.ictgames.com 
     

 
  

http://www.adamup.co.uk/
http://www.mrthorne.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/

