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Challenge Topic: Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) 

During the first half of the Spring term, KS3 focused on the theme of CSI. becoming 
detectives and working together to solve a series of crimes and mysteries. 

During this Half Term, we made links with the CSI Challenge Topic by learning 

about different types of cell structures.  We found out how artists and 

designers are inspired by the shapes, forms and patterns seen in cells when 

viewed through a microscope.  Initial observational drawings of cells led to a 

more experimental approach using collage, printmaking and paint.  Our final 

focus was to create a cell-inspired design using a range of clay/ceramics 

techniques, that can be glazed and fired in the kiln…to be continued!

50 Amazing Things Under an Electron Microscope   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYelIGuyirs 
What Is DNA? | The Dr. Binocs Show  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6368Y-OfU9U

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYelIGuyirs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6368Y-OfU9U


Cross Section Diagrams of Plant and Animal Cells



A microscopic 
view of algae cells.

An illustration 
of a protozoa.

Microorganisms are a group of living things that have one thing in 
common; they are all extremely small. In fact, you need a microscope 
to see them. Despite the fact that they are so tiny, life on Earth would 
not be possible without them. They were the first form of life to 
appear on our planet, between three and four billion years ago.

An illustration 
of a virus.

Scientists believe that there may be as many as 
three trillion different species of microorganism, 
with many yet to be discovered by scientists. 

They are quite different in structure and characteristics and 
so they are split into four main groups: Bacteria, Viruses, 
Fungi and Protists (which consist of Algae and Protozoa).

An illustration 
of bacteria.

A photograph of mould 
caused by fungi.



NATALIE SPENCER
Natalie Spencer is a freelance surface 
pattern designer from Lancashire.

Spencer works on paper and fabric, creating 
intricate and playful designs.

Her project  - ‘An Open Mind’ has been 
created using brightly coloured inks, and 
bringing in finer details with pen. The cells 
take on a life of their own, as they merge into 
each other creating bold and colourful 
patterns.



Betty Busby is a contemporary fiber artist from New Mexico, USA, who uses 

the magnified patterns of the cellular world in her quilted designs.



https://youtu.be/Tfy1mOT-gEQ
The Cell – An Introduction 
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