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COVID Response News
The glass is half full
As we reach the half term point at last, I wanted to send out a few updates and also take the
opportunity to say a huge thank you! What an amazing community we are at Hazel Oak, from the
staff and pupils to all of you at home who have supported us and your young people back into a
successful start to this crazy school year.
Hats off to our fantastic staff team who have battled though relentless pressure working in COVID
safe conditions, many of them having to take time out to await test results, or be stretched further
to cover the gaps. Thankfully the break is in sight and we remain without (as I write) any positive
cases. The staff have had to adapt and remain motivated and positive through constant changes
and I want to thank them on behalf of the Governors and myself for the support they have
persisted with. Time to take a well earned rest.
I know I speak for the whole staff team when I say how impressed we have been with the pupils’
attitude and flexibility in returning to a whole new way of schooling and routines. They have shown
impressive resilience and have kept us all going with their positivity. Well done to all of them and to
our many new faces who have settled in brilliantly. It’s been great to be back together.
I also want to thank you, parents, carers and families for supporting us with new ways of working
and helping us to manage any symptoms or illness to keep everyone safe. We are succeeding due
to our combined efforts and we could not achieve that without your support.

Spooky sendoff
Tomorrow will be a fun end to the half term, a chance to unwind with some disco moves and
movies, with the option to come dressed up for the day.Pupils can go with the Halloween theme or
just a great character costume, whatever they fancy (extra ‘street cred’ for any parents dropping off
in Halloween gear too!)

Reporting COVID symptoms
Please remember to keep us fully updated of any symptoms within your household. The protocol is
that any household with a member who is displaying a coronavirus symptom must keep all
household members at home to isolate. Pupils with siblings who have symptoms must not come to
school. This must be for 14 days or until a negative test result comes back. Please then share the
result email with the office. The flow chart to support with this is also attached.
Isolation requires that you:
• do not go to work, school or public places – work from home if you can
• do not go on public transport or use taxis
• do not go out to get food and medicine – order it online or by phone, or ask someone to bring it
to your home
• do not have visitors in your home, including friends and family – except for people providing
essential care
• do not go out to exercise – exercise at home or in your garden, if you have one
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COVID contact over half term
For any COVID related queries and to report symptoms and test updates during the half term
break, please use the email below. All information can then revert to the office email when school
returns.

COVIDreports@hazel-oak.solihull.sch.uk
Sports funds
This week we had our first whole school virtual assembly. I started
by showing a photo of our visit from paralympian footballer Darren
Harris, back in March just before lockdown began. We were all sat
in a whole school assembly together. It seems like such a long time
ago with everything that has happened.
We received a certificate this week to thank us for raising money to
support potential sports people. We also had some vouchers to
help us buy new sports resources to use in school. Well done for all
the money you raised.

Stay safe
Thanks again to everyone. Please stay safe and follow local
guidelines during the half term. We now have almost all the
permissions in to allow us to start the remote learning support as
needed after half term.
Have a great break and a well earned rest,

Happy Halloween half term,
Andy Simms
Head Teacher

