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INTRODUCTION 
The curriculum at Hazel Oak is a rich mix of national curriculum subjects, outdoor learning and extra-
curricular opportunities, all personalised by highly skilled staff who know our students as individuals.  
 
 

AIMS 
• To ensure that all pupils have access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum based on the 

National Curriculum  
• To ensure quality curriculum content and continuity throughout the school through systematic 

curriculum planning and monitoring procedures.  
• To ensure that all students have access to an appropriately differentiated curriculum.  
• To provide students with access to externally accredited courses at Key Stage 4.  
• To clearly identify progression pathways for students at 14, including access to Further Education, 

vocational courses and work-related learning.  
• To ensure that there is an equality of access to all courses.  
• To promote students’ spiritual, moral, social, cultural and physical development in order to assist 

them in becoming thoughtful and responsible citizens.  
• To develop independence and life skills through experiences and programmes such as cookery, 

travel training, residential and work experience.  
• To prepare students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.  
• To monitor and assess student progress for the purpose of ensuring high standards of achievement 

but also to engage students in understanding how they may im- prove and make improved 
progress. (Assessment for Learning).  

• To incorporate ‘Blooms’ Taxonomy into planning and delivery to enable our stu- dents to develop 
higher order thinking skills.  

• To incorporate ‘life skills’ into our curriculum to enable our students to transfer and apply their 
learning to ‘real-life’ contexts.  

 
 

CONTENT AND COVERAGE 
Hazel Oak’s whole school curriculum is a cross curricular approach with a core focus around: 

• Social skills 
• Communication skills 
• Life ready skills 
• Emotional regulation 
• Understanding and applying literacy and numeracy skills in a functional sense 
• To achieve this, subjects are categorised into the following themes: 

 
Increased Literacy: Reading, writing and speaking & listening are key skills directly impacting on social, 
emotional and communication development. Literacy is therefore taught and assessed through every 
subject. Here are some examples around how this is achieved: 
 
 
Core Skills: These lessons focus purely on the fundamental literacy and maths skills. 
Literacy Service station lessons include: 
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• Spelling/Phonics 
• Grammar and Punctuation 
• Handwriting 
• Exploring Text Type 
• Reading 

 
Maths is taught using a combination of the following approaches: 

• Concrete Pictorial Abstract (CPA) mastery approach  
• Problem Solving, Fluency and Reasoning Approach 
• Concrete Pictorial Abstract (CPA) mastery approach 

 
Concrete is the “doing” stage where students use concrete objects to model problems.  
Pictorial is the “seeing” stage. Here, visual representations of concrete objects are used to model 
problems. Abstract is the “symbolic” stage, where children use abstract symbols to model problems. 
Children are introduced to the concept at a symbolic level, using only numbers, notation, and 
mathematical symbols (for example, +, –, x, /) to indicate addition, multiplication, or division. 
 
 
Maths is differentiated further using the problem Solving, Fluency and Reasoning.  
Fluency involves knowing key mathematical facts and being able to recall them quickly and accurately. 
Reasoning is the process of applying logical thinking to a situation to derive at the correct problem solving 
strategy for a given question, and using this method to develop and describe a solution. Students are then 
offered word or number calculation to solve problems. 
 
 

THE CHALLENGE CURRICULUM 
Our unique Challenge Curriculum offers thematic approaches to learning where pupils plan for, organise 
then implement a final challenge event which links in with their termly theme. The Challenge curriculum 
brings the National Curriculum to life, empowers, and motivates students whilst presenting a 
contextualised and therefore meaningful platform for learning.  
 
 

WHOLE-SCHOOL PROGRESSION 
Lower School: A focus on developing social and independence skills exists at the forefront of learning, thus 
supporting pupils in being confident and life ready.  
 
Early Years provision will be skilfully structured, allowing students to access daily social, academic and 
communication intervention which targets the needs of each individual. Close links will be made with the 
other classes, particularly Key Stage One, allowing pupils to prepare for transition into a new learning 
environment. Those classes whom reuire bridging will be offered EYFS style delivery within a Key Stage 1 
and 2 National Curriculum  framework, and with a focus around ‘readiness to learn.’ 
 
The Primary curriculum is a rich balance of national curriculum subjects alongside outdoor learning and 
extra -curricular opportunities. Crucially, the curriculum model must offer support and challenge at levels 
appropriate to the needs and interests of each individual and reflects the diversity of individual need. 
Further, the curriculum will develop enterprise and technology skills and raises awareness of students’ 
place in the wider world. 
 
Key Stage 3 students follow a secondary curriculum. The staff team are aware of students’ individual 
learning and social needs and aim to provide their entitlement in an accessible and personalised way. The 
curriculum is designed to ensure that all pupils study the whole range of subjects. 
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All students must be taught English, Maths and Science as core subjects. Class groups will be organised 
according to teacher assessment and performance data. In addition to the targeted teaching that the 
groups provide, students will follow a reading scheme and phonics programme in their English groups. 
 
Key Stage 3 follow a Challenge based approach to the curriculum. This is a way of teaching and learning, 
whereby many areas of the curriculum are connected together and integrated within a theme/topic. 
Classes are taught in their tutor groups and organised into smaller groups for varied and differentiated 
activities within the lesson. All students are taught by a range of teachers. Students will have certain 
subjects in specialist rooms. 
 
Key Stage 4: All students are entered for entry level 1 to level 2 literacy and maths. GCSE maths is offered 
for those students who can sit the exam and can achieve a good grade. 
 
Pupils are also taught entry level 1-3 Science modules.  
 
Some students study ASDAN Personal Progress modules. This qualification is made up of units in the 
following areas: Literacy, Numeracy and IT; Independent Living Skills; Personal Development; Community 
Participation; Preparation for Work. Lipman are awarded Science modules through ASDAN Personal 
Progress. 
 
All students study WJEC accreditation modules including: languages, humanities subjects, Design and 
Technology, Music, Art, Drama and Physical Education.  
 
Sixth Form: The main aim of Sixth Form is to prepare students for life after Hazel Oak. 
Students are based in Solihull College and have access to facilities such as the gym, canteen and the  
library. We will offer a range of experiential courses at Entry Level, Level 1, Level 2 and GCSE (maths only) 
to meet the individual needs and capabilities of the students. 
 
Accreditation Explained 
CoPE (Certificate of Personal Effectiveness)  
 
COPE is taught in conjunction with other subjects but with a greater emphasis upon developing key ‘life 
skills’. Pupils complete several challenges over 2 years. Units include: Communication, Citizenship and 
Community; Beliefs and Values; The Environment; Expressive Arts (optional); Vocational and Diploma 
Preparation; Independent Living; Work Related Learning and Enterprise; Sport and Leisure; Health and 
Fitness. Each pupil will receive a Personal Development Record Book and a folder for their evidence.  
 
Our students focus on developing the following skills: working with others; improving own learning and 
performance; problem solving; research; discussion; oral presentation. Students are expected to ‘Plan’, 
‘Do’ and ‘Review’ for each key skill.  
 
ASDAN Short Courses are flexible, portfolio-based programmes designed to accredit up to 60 hours of 
activity and skills development across a range of topics and curriculum areas. Currently, students are 
studying ‘Planning a Trip/Residential’, although other short courses may be available in future.  
 
ASDAN Employability: Students have opportunity to regularly visit a work placement (as a group), and 
therefore gain hands-on experience. In conjunction, they work through a range of modules including: 

• Fundamental Skills- The skills needed as a base for further development  
• Communication Use numbers Manage information  
• Personal Management Skills:  
• Teamwork Skills: The skills and attributes needed to contribute effectively  
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• The working environment 
• Work with others 
• Think and solve problems Participate in projects and tasks 
 

ASDAN Personal Social Development (PSD)- Entry Level 1, 2 or 3: The PSD accreditation is for students 
who are working at entry level. The qualification offers imaginative ways of supporting young people in: 
becoming confident individuals who are physically, emotionally and socially healthy; being responsible 
citizens who make a positive contribution to society and embrace change; managing risk together with 
their own wellbeing.  Links will be made to the CoPE group, and students will therefore have lots of 
opportunity to work collaboratively.   
 
Functional Skills (Mathematics and English) - Entry Level 1 to Level 2: Pupils at Hazel Oak Sixth Form work 
towards Functional Skills qualifications in mathematics and English. These courses explore the skills 
required to function in areas of work, around the home and other real-life scenarios. The qualifications are 
recognised by many employers and are applauded for their focus on the practical application of the skills 
taught. 
 
 
 

PLANNING 
Long term planning  
Long- term planning for the Challenge Curriculum takes the form of a 2 to 3-year cycle of thematically 
linked units across the National Curriculum subjects.  
English, Maths and Science Co-ordinators support with appraising core learning through Challenge 
Curriculum planning and produce their own long-term plans/ schemes of work for teachers to adapt.  
 
Long-term planning for Key Stage 4 and 5 is taken from external specifications.  
 
Medium term planning is completed by Teachers and shared with Teaching Assistants. It outlines the key 
learning, activities and differentiation that will take place each week on a half-termly basis. Medium term 
plans provide more depth to curriculum grids, with particular emphasis given to how the learning will be 
broken down over time and at ap- propriate levels for all our students.  
 
 

ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING 
Achievement and progress at all levels of the curriculum, and for all ages is regularly monitored and 
reviewed. Teachers’ and students’ evaluation and assessments feedback into future or modified plans. 
Feedback from lesson observations contributes to this cycle of evaluation.  
To continually improve the quality of teaching and learning, curriculum monitoring is carried out by the 
Senior Leadership Team, External Advisors and members of the Governing Body. This can involve 
scrutinising students’ work, records, schemes of work, planning documentation, undertaking student 
interviews and learning walks, as well as a planned termly cycle of lesson observation and feedback.  
 
Curriculum grids are published at the start of every term. These outline the planned learning opportunities 
within each curriculum area and include guidance on how parents/carers can support learning at home.  
 
 


